
Basic Leader Guidelines

This study is designed to help you develop into a believer who can go through any difficult situation 
anchored in the revelation that God is good. From this perspective, you will partner with God to see 
impossibilities bow at Jesus’ name and step into the destiny God has for you!

There are several different ways that you can engage this study. By no means is this forthcoming 
list comprehensive. Rather, these are the standard outlets recommended to facilitate this curriculum. 
We encourage you to seek the Lord’s direction, be creative, and prepare for supernatural transforma-
tion in your Christian life.

When all is said and done, this curriculum is unique in that the end goal is not information—it 
is transformation. The sessions are intentionally sequenced to take every believer on a journey from 
information, to revelation, to transformation. 

Here are some of the ways you can use the curriculum:

1. Church Small Group

Often, churches feature a variety of different small group opportunities per season in terms of 
books, curriculum resources, and Bible studies. God Is Good would be included among the offering 
of titles for whatever season you are launching for the small group program.

It is recommended that you have at least four to five people to make up a small group and a 
maximum of twelve. If you end up with more than 12 members, either the group needs to multiply 
and break into two different groups or you should consider moving toward a church-class model 
(which will be outlined below).

For a small group setting, here are the essentials:

 ■ Meeting place: Either the leader’s home or a space provided by the church.

 ■ Appropriate technology: A DVD player attached to a TV that is large enough for all of 
the group members to see (and loud enough for everyone to hear).

 ■ Leader/Facilitator: This person will often be the host, if the small group is being 
conducted at someone’s home; but it can also be a team (husband/wife, two church 
leaders, etc.). The leader(s) will direct the session from beginning to end, from sending 



reminder e-mails to participating group members about the meetings, to closing out 
the sessions in prayer and dismissing everyone. That said, leaders might select certain 
people in the group to assist with various elements of the meeting—worship, prayer, 
ministry time, etc. A detailed description of what the group meetings should look like 
will follow in the pages to come.

Sample Schedule for Home Group Meeting 
(for a 7:00 p.m. Meeting)

 ■ Before arrival: Ensure that refreshments are ready by 6:15 p.m. If they need to be 
refrigerated, ensure they are preserved appropriately until 15 minutes prior to the offi-
cial meeting time.

 ■ 6:15 p.m.: Leaders arrive at meeting home or facility.

 ■ 6:15–6:25 p.m.: Connect with hosts, co-hosts, and/or co-leaders to review the evening’s 
program.

 ■ 6:25–6:35 p.m.: Pray with hosts, co-hosts, and/or co-leaders for the evening’s events. 
Here are some sample prayer directives:

 ■ For the Holy Spirit to move and minister freely.

 ■ For the teaching to connect with and transform all who hear it.

 ■ For dialogue and conversation that edifies.

 ■ For comfort and transparency among group members.

 ■ For the Presence of God to manifest during worship.

 ■ For testimonies of answered prayers.

 ■ For increased hunger for God’s Presence and power.

 ■ 6:35–6:45: Ensure technology is functioning properly!

 ■ Test the DVDs featuring the teaching sessions, making sure they are set up to the 
appropriate session.

 ■ If you are doing praise and worship, ensure that either the MP3 player or CD player 
is functional, set at an appropriate volume (not soft, but not incredibly loud), and that 
song sheets are available for everyone so they can sing along with the lyrics. (If you are 
tech savvy, you could do a PowerPoint or Keynote presentation featuring the lyrics.)

 ■ 6:45–7:00 p.m.: Welcome and greeting for guests.

 ■ 7:00–7:10 p.m.: Fellowship, community, and refreshments.

 ■ 7:10–7:12 p.m.: Gather everyone together in the meeting place.
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 ■ 7:12–7:30 p.m.: Introductory prayer and worship.

 ■ 7:30–7:40 p.m.: Ministry and prayer time.

 ■ 7:40–8:00 p.m.: Watch DVD session.

 ■ 8:00–8:20 p.m.: Discuss DVD session.

 ■ 8:20–8:35 p.m.: Activation time.

 ■ 8:35–8:40 p.m.: Closing prayer and dismiss.

This sample scheduled is not intended to lock you into a formula. It is simply provided as a 
template to help you get started. Our hope is that you customize it according to the unique needs of 
your group and sensitively navigate the activity of the Holy Spirit as He uses these sessions to super-
naturally transform the lives of every person participating in the study.

2. Small Group Church-Wide Campaign

This would be the decision of the pastor or senior leadership of the church. In this model, the 
entire church would go through God Is Good in both the main services and ancillary small groups/
life classes.

These campaigns would be marketed as 40 Days of God’s Goodness or 40 Days to Encounter 
God’s Goodness. The pastor’s weekend sermon would be based on the principles in God Is Good, 
and the Sunday school classes/life classes and/or small groups would also follow the God Is Good 
curriculum format.

3. Church Class | Mid-Week Class | Sunday School Curriculum

Churches of all sizes offer a variety of classes purposed to develop members into more effective 
disciples of Jesus and agents of transformation in their spheres of influence.

God Is Good would be an invaluable addition to a church’s class offering. Typically, churches 
offer a variety of topical classes targeted at men’s needs, women’s needs, marriage, family, finances, 
and various areas of Bible study.

God Is Good is a unique resource, as it does not fit in with the aforementioned traditional topics 
usually offered to the Church body. On the contrary, this study breaks down what it means to live 
anchored in the experiential knowledge of God’s goodness and shows believers how to start living 
victoriously from Heaven’s perspective and supernaturally transform the world around them.

While it may difficult to facilitate dialogue in a class setting, it is certainly optional and recom-
mended. The other way to successfully engage God Is Good in a class setting is to have a teacher/
leader go through the questions/answers presented in the upcoming pages and use these as his or her 
teaching notes.
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4. Individual Study

While the curriculum is designed for use in a group setting, it also works as a tool that can equip 
anyone who is looking to strengthen his or her spirit and soul.
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Session Discussion Questions: 
Weekly Overview of Meetings/

Group Sessions

Here are some instructions on how to use each of the weekly Discussion Question guides.

Welcome and Fellowship Time 
(10–15 Minutes)

This usually begins five to ten minutes prior to the designated meeting time and typically con-
tinues up until ten minutes after the official starting time. Community is important. One of the 
issues in many small group/class environments is the lack of connectivity among the people. People 
walk around inspired and resourced, but they remain disconnected from other believers. Foster an 
environment where community is developed but, at the same time, not distracting. Distraction tends 
to be a problem that plagues small group settings more than classes.

Welcome: Greet everyone as they walk in. If it is a small group environment, as the host or 
leader, be intentional about connecting with each person as they enter the meeting space. If it is 
a church class environment, it is still recommended that the leader connect with each participant. 
However, there will be less pressure for the participants to feel connected immediately in a tradi-
tional class setting versus a more intimate small group environment.

Refreshments and materials: In the small group, you can serve refreshments and facilitate fel-
lowship between group members. In a class setting, talk with the attendees and ensure that they 
purchase all of their necessary materials (interactive manual and optional copy of God Is Good). 
Ideally, the small group members will have received all of their resources prior to Week 1, but if not, 
ensure that the materials are present at the meeting and available for group members to pick up or 
purchase. It is advisable that you have several copies of the interactive manual and book available at 
the small group meeting, just in case people did not receive their copies at the designated time.

Call the meeting to order: This involves gathering everyone together in the appropriate place 
and clearly announcing that the meeting is getting ready to start.

Pray! Open every session in prayer, specifically addressing the topic that you will be covering in 
the upcoming meeting time. Invite the Presence of the Holy Spirit to come, move among the group 
members, minister to them individually, reveal Jesus, and stir greater hunger in each participant to 
experience more of God’s power in their lives.



Introductions 
(10 Minutes—First Class Only)

While a time of formal introduction should only be done on the first week of the class/session, 
it is recommended that in subsequent meetings group members state their names when addressing a 
question, making a prayer request, giving a comment, etc., just to ensure everyone is familiar with 
names. You are also welcome to do a short icebreaker activity at this time.

Introduce yourself and allow each participant to briefly introduce him/herself. This should 
work fine for both small group and class environments. In a small group, you can go around the 
room and have each person introduce himself/herself one at a time. In a classroom setting, establish 
some type of flow and then have each person give a quick introduction (name, interesting factoid, 
etc.).

Discuss the schedule for the meetings. Provide participants an overview of what the next eight 
weeks will look like. If you plan to do any type of social activities, you might want to advertise this 
right up front, noting that while the curriculum runs for eight weeks, there will be a ninth session 
dedicated to fellowship and some type of fun activity.

Distribute materials to each participant. Briefly orient the participants to the book and interac-
tive manual, explaining the 10–15 minute time commitment for every day (Monday through Friday). 
Encourage each person to engage fully in this journey—they will get out of it only as much as they 
invest. The purpose for the daily reinforcement activities is not to add busywork to their lives. This is 
actually a way to cultivate a habit of Bible study and daily time renewing their minds, starting with 
just 10–15 minutes a day. Morning, evening, afternoon—when does not matter. The key is making 
the decision to engage.

Worship 
(15 Minutes—Optional for the First Meeting)

Fifteen minutes is a solid time for a worship segment. That said, it all depends upon the culture 
of your group. If everyone is okay with doing 30 minutes of praise and worship, by all means, go 
for it!

For this particular curriculum, a worship segment is highly recommended, as true and lasting 
transformation happens as we continually encounter God’s Presence.

If a group chooses to do a worship segment, usually they decide to begin on the second week. It 
often takes an introductory meeting for everyone to become acquainted with one another and com-
fortable with their surroundings before they open up together in worship.

On the other hand, if the group members are already comfortable with one another and they are 
ready to launch immediately into a time of worship, they should definitely begin on the first meeting.

While it has been unusual for Sunday school/church classes to have a time of worship during 
their sessions, it is actually a powerful way to prepare participants to receive the truth being shared 
in the God Is Good sessions. In addition, pre-service worship (if the class is being held prior to a 

God is Good Leader’s Guide



Sunday morning worship experience) actually stirs hunger in the participants for greater encounters 
with God’s Presence, both corporately and congregationally.

If the class is held mid-week (or on a day when there is no church service going on), a praise and 
worship component is a wonderful way to refresh believers in God’s Presence as they are given the 
privilege of coming together, mid-week, and corporately experiencing His Presence.

Prayer/Ministry Time 
(5–15 Minutes)

At this point, you will transition from either welcome or worship into a time of prayer.
Just like praise and worship, it is recommended that this initial time of prayer be five to ten 

minutes in length; but if the group is made up of people who do not mind praying longer, it should 
not be discouraged. The key is stewarding everyone’s time well while maintaining focus on the most 
important things at hand.

Prayer should be navigated carefully, as there will always be people who use it as an opportunity 
to speak longer than necessary, vent about the circumstances in their lives, or potentially gossip 
about other people.

At the same time, there are real people carrying deep needs to the group and they need super-
natural ministry. The prayer component is a time when group members will not just receive prayer, 
but also learn how to exercise Jesus’ authority in their own lives and witness breakthrough in 
their circumstances.

This prayer time doubles as a ministry time, where believers are encouraged to flow in the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit. After the door is opened through worship, the atmosphere is typically charged 
with God’s Presence. It is quite common for people to receive words of knowledge, words of wisdom, 
prophetic words, and for other manifestations of the Holy Spirit to take place in these times (see 
1 Cor. 12). This is a safe environment for people to “practice” these gifts, take risks, etc. However, 
if there are individuals who demonstrate consistent disorder, are unceasingly distracting, have prob-
lems/issues that move beyond the scope of this particular curriculum (and appear to need specialized 
counseling), or have issues that veer more into the theological realm, it is best for you to refer these 
individuals to an appropriate leader in the church who can address these particular issues privately.

If you are such a leader, you can either point them to a different person, or you can encourage 
them to save their questions/comments and you will address them outside of the group context, as 
you do not want to distract from what God is doing in these vital moments together.

Transition Time

At this point, you will transition from prayer/ministry time to watching the God Is Good DVDs.
Group leaders/class teachers: It is recommended that you have the DVD in the player and are 

all ready to press “play” on the appropriate session.
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Video/Teaching 
(20–25 Minutes)

During this time, group members will take notes in their participant interactive manuals. Encour-
age them to ask the Holy Spirit to highlight certain points that are especially applicable to their lives. 

Discussion Questions 
(20–30 Minutes)

In the leader’s guide there will be a number of questions to ask the group, most of which are in 
the interactive manual also. Some questions will be phrased so you can ask them directly, others may 
have instructions or suggestions for how you can guide the discussion.

Some lessons will have more questions than others. Also, there might be some instances where 
you choose to cut out certain questions for the sake of time. This is entirely up to you, and in a 
circumstance where the Holy Spirit is moving and appears to be highlighting some questions more 
than others, flow in sync with the Holy Spirit. He will not steer you wrong!

Some of the questions will lead with a Scripture verse. To engage group members, you can ask 
for volunteers to read the Scripture verse(s). As you ask the question in the group setting, encourage 
more than one person to provide an answer. Usually, you will have some people who are way off in 
their responses, but you will also have those who provide part of the correct answer.

The problem with many curriculum studies is in the question/answer section. Participants may 
feel like the conversation was lively, the dialogue insightful, and that the meeting was an overall suc-
cess; but when all is said and done, the question, “What do I do next?” is not sufficiently answered.

This is why every discussion time will be followed with an activation segment.

Activation/Faith in Action 
(10–15 Minutes)

 ■ Each activation segment should be five to ten minutes at the minimum, as this is the 
place where believers begin putting action to what they just learned.

 ■ The activation segment will be custom-tailored for the session covered.

 ■ Even though every group member might not be able to participate in the activation 
exercise, it gives them a visual for what it looks like to demonstrate the concept that 
they just studied.
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Plans for the Next Week 
(2 Minutes)

Remind group members about daily exercises in the interactive manual. Encourage everyone to 
participate fully in this journey in order to get the most out of it. The daily exercises should not take 
more than 15–20 minutes and they will make an ideal 40-day themed Bible study.

Be sure to let group members know if the meeting location will change or differ from week to 
week, or if there are any other relevant announcements to your group/class. Weekly e-mails, Face-
book updates, and text messages are great tools to communicate with your group. If your church has 
a database tool that allows for communication between small group/class leaders and members, that 
is an effective avenue for interaction as well.

Close in Prayer

This is a good opportunity to ask for a volunteer to conclude the meeting with prayer.
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S e s s i o n  1

God’s Goodness Shapes Our Reality

God’s goodness is beyond our ability to comprehend, 
but not our ability to experience. 

Our hearts will take us where our heads can’t fit. 
Understanding is vital, but it often comes through experiencing God.



Notes on Session 1

We will always reflect the nature of the world that we are most aware of.

The hope of the world is not the return of the Lord; that’s the hope of the Church.

“

“
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The hope of the world is the power of the Gospel.

You know your mind is renewed when the impossible looks logical.

“

“
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Every revelation of God’s nature is an invitation to encounter.

Allow what God shows you to have greater weight in your 
life than the thousand questions you’re asking.

“

“
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Discussion Questions

1. Read Psalm 34:8. How does tasting the goodness of God change the way you see and interact 
with the world around you?

a. Discuss. What do you think it looks like to taste and see that the Lord is good?

2. How does what you see of God actually change your countenance?

a. Why is this important and how does your countenance represent the Lord?

b. Is it possible for your countenance to pick up on the darkness and chaos around you?

3. Read Romans 12:1-2. How does a renewed or transformed mind impact the way you see God 
as good?

4. Read Matthew 6:10 and John 10:10. How do these Scriptures answer the question: What is 
the will of God?

5. Discuss and reflect on Pastor Bill’s statement, “The hope of the world is not the return of the 
Lord; that’s the hope of the Church. The hope of the world is the power of the Gospel.”

6. Discuss: what does it mean to approve the will of God?

7. Discuss the Van Gogh illustration. How does this illustration show you how to approve the will 
of God?

a. How does this illustration help you identify the work of God versus recognizing the 
work of the enemy?

8. Why is it so important that you have clarity on what comes from God and what comes from 
the enemy?

9. How do things change when you have it settled in your heart that God is good? (Specifically, 
how do you think your prayer life changes when you are convinced that God is good?)
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Activation Exercise: Release the Good 
Will of God Through Prayer

The goal of today’s session was to recalibrate how you think and how you live. One 
of the most fundamental activities of a Christian is prayer. This is not simply asking God 
for something; it’s interacting with God. It’s your dialogue with the Father. If your heart is 
not grounded in His goodness, you will come to Him with hesitation. Fear. Maybe shame 
and guilt. You will not pray boldly, expecting breakthrough.

It’s time to change our perspective on God’s goodness and start praying His good will 
over every situation and struggle we’re facing.

Scripture makes it clear that God’s will is to heal the sick, deliver the tormented, and 
save the lost. John 10:10 reminds that the thief (satan) came to steal, kill, and destroy; Jesus 
came to bring life and actually destroy the works of the devil. It’s time to partner with the 
will of God by praying His purposes over every situation that is out of alignment with His 
good plan.

Faith in Action

Have everyone break up into prayer partners (groups of two work best—men with men and 
women with women, if possible). Have each person share prayer needs/requests with each other. 
Before they start praying, ask them to do the following: pray for each other’s needs as if God is 
really good.

Encourage them to begin each prayer with declarations of God’s goodness, rather than going 
right into asking and petitioning. This approach will dramatically shift the way they pray for one 
another, focusing first and foremost on God’s goodness. His goodness will set the standard for the 
kinds of prayers that will be prayed.
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