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God’s Goodness Demonstrated 
Through His Perfect Will

The will of God has been a much-debated subject, which I 
often find quite entertaining. It does us no good to keep the 

conversation in a classroom caught up in Christian theory. It has 
to be taken onto the streets, where the hurting people are.
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Sometimes we’re asking for answers when what we need is Presence.“
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God works in mysterious ways, but He is mysteriously good—not mysteriously evil.“
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We cannot create a Christian life that is okay with no breakthrough.“
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Discussion Questions

1. What do we typically use as our standard for life (instead of the blueprint pictured in Isaiah 9:7 of 
an ever-increasing Kingdom)?

2. Why have people come to the conclusion: Revival happens for a season? What is often used as the 
template for evaluating and defining revival?

3. Describe the two expressions of God’s will that Pastor Bill talks about.

a. Explain the “fixed” will of God—what are some examples of this?

b. Explain the “desire” or dream of God—what are some examples of this?

4. Explain the comment: “Sometimes we’re looking for answers when what we need is Presence.”

5. How is “on earth as it is in Heaven” an expression of God’s will? What role do we have in seeing 
this fulfilled?

6. Explain the difference between God being in charge and in control. Is it possible for God to be in 
charge, but not be in control?

7. How should we respond to shame and guilt when things don’t happen according to the way we 
were praying?

8. Consider Mark 9:14–29. When you don’t experience breakthrough or results—just like the disci-
ples did in this passage—what should you do? What model did they set?
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ActivAtion ExErcisE: tAKE JEsus AsidE…

The goal of today’s session was to help you biblically reconsider the subject of God’s 
will. Just because something happens in your life or in the world does not mean, by 
default, it is God’s will. While there are fixed, definitive expressions of God’s will—
like the return of Jesus—there is a realm of God’s will where He invites His people to 
participate in its unfolding. This does not undermine His sovereignty, as the Sovereign 
Lord intentionally commissioned mankind to rule in His stead on the earth. This was 
established in Genesis, at the creation of mankind, and was restored through the work 
of Jesus when He reclaimed the keys of authority. Your commission is to go into all 
the world, make disciples of nations, and proclaim the Gospel of the Kingdom. Even 
though we fail at this assignment, our failure does not revoke God’s assignment. When 
we don’t see breakthrough and results, we need to approach the Father—not in guilt 
or shame—but in a genuine hunger to see an increase of His power, rule, and reign 
through our lives.

fAith in Action: AsK for hEAvEn’s strAtEGy for BrEAKthrouGh

Divide into small groups of prayer partners. Here is the mission: go into God’s Presence and, like 
the disciples, take Jesus aside.

 ■ Ask God your hard questions; don’t blame Him, but learn how to ask Him, and ask Him 
honestly.

 ■ Ask your prayer partners to pray for you, and likewise pray for them. Pray for perseverance 
to keep praying and believing God. Pray for strength. Pray for healing, specifically for 
disappointment and loss. Release freedom from any guilt or shame. Simply release God’s 
refreshing Presence over every person.

 ■ Continue praying in small groups, or you can come back together as a large group.

 ■ Collect prayer requests—specifically, requests that have gone “unanswered” for a long 
period of time. This is your prayer assignment today. Focus on praying for personal 
breakthroughs, healings, lost family members, relationship restoration, deliverance from 
torment, freedom from addiction, etc. Keep praying and keep believing, regardless of how 
dark the situation is or has become.
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D ay T h i r t y- O n e

Recognize What You Have Been Given

Freely you have received, freely give. 
—Matthew 10:8

I can die of starvation with a million dollars in the bank. If I don’t make withdrawals from what’s in 
my account, my wealth is no better than a dream, principle, or fantasy. Everything in our account in 

Christ is beyond our wildest dreams. We can’t make a withdrawal if we don’t know what exists. Jesus 
models the mere beginning of what’s in our account. The promises of His Word give us even greater 
insight into this superior reality. It’s time to see what Jesus has so we can see what Jesus gave us. Here’s 
the bottom line—He gave us everything that belongs to Him. And the Father gave Him everything! 
Look at it here in John 16:14–15, speaking of the work of the Holy Spirit—“He will glorify Me, for He will 
take of what is Mine and declare it to you. All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He 
will take of Mine and declare it to you.”

This really is an amazing passage of Scripture, one for which we bear great responsibility. The Holy 
Spirit releases what Jesus alone possesses into our accounts through declaration. Every time He speaks to 
us, He transfers the eternal resources of Jesus to our account, enabling us to complete our assignment: 
“Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. …Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age” (Matt. 10:8; 28:19-20). Notice it says for the disciples to teach their converts all 
that Jesus taught them. That must include the instruction to heal the sick, cast out devils, etc. There was 
never to be a discrepancy between how we live today and His initial standard.

When Jesus worked in miracles, was He merely creating an appetite in us to be in Heaven for eter-
nity? Heaven should always remain something we are passionate about. It was Jesus who taught us how 
to pray, “On earth as it is in heaven” (Matt. 6:10). Yes, eternity is important. But going to Heaven is not 
my responsibility. He will get me there, entirely by His grace. My job is very specific and extremely 
important—bring Heaven to earth through prayer and obedience. Please notice that when Jesus declared 
the Kingdom was at hand, He displayed it by giving life, breaking the powers of darkness, and restoring 



broken lives, hearts, and homes. He told us to pick up the same message. Why should we expect a 
different outcome?

QuEstions for rEflEction

1. Explain what it means to make a “withdrawal” from your spiritual bank account.

2. Reflection on Matthew 10:8: Describe what it looks like to make withdrawals from this account; 
what do you think is the key to seeing and experiencing more of God’s power released through your 
life?
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3. How does Matthew 6:10, on earth as it is in Heaven, give you a standard for what God’s will is 
supposed to look like? How is this your assignment?

PrAyEr of surrEndEr

Holy Spirit, thank You for Your Presence in my life.
You have equipped me with all of the resources and all of the power to carry out Jesus’ man-
date “on earth as it is in Heaven.”
This is my assignment, and I joyfully accept it.
I trust You, Father, to get me to Heaven. That was paid for by the blood of Jesus.
I will get there completely by Your grace, and I trust You with the process.
While I am here on earth, show me what it looks like to be an ambassador of Your Kingdom.
Use my life to reveal Your will to a world that wonders what You’re looking like.
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D ay T h i r t y-Two

Two Dimensions of God’s Will

Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
—Matthew 6:10

The great Bible teacher Bob Mumford wrote a wonderful book entitled The King and You. It was here 
I learned something about the will of God that has helped me immensely. There are two different 

words used in the original language of the New Testament for the word will, as it is used throughout 
Scripture. One is boulema; the other is thelema. Boulema means “the eternal counsels of God which are 
unfolding through the ages—His purpose—His determination.” It is going to be done whether you 
and I like it or not. God’s intention will come to pass. However, thelema, which means “God’s wish or 
desire,” most often depends upon the response of each individual for fulfillment.

This is huge. God has desires that may or may not be fulfilled. Make no mistake. He has the power 
to make anything happen that He wants to happen. But He has the heart to work with the process of 
the development of His people to take responsibility and co-labor with Him. The outcome of this pro-
cess is we become a people who look and live like His Son, Jesus.

The first word for the will of God, boulema, that I mentioned above is referring to things that are 
unchangeable. For example, Jesus is coming back. You can vote yes, no, or I don’t care. It matters not. We 
don’t have a role in that decision. It is put entirely in the hands of the Father, who alone determines how 
and when that event will happen. On the other hand, there are many things that God would like to have 
happen, and has made possible, but they never will be, because believers either don’t believe they are the 
will of God anymore or are waiting for God Himself to do them. That will is represented with the word 
thelema. I remind you of the time Jesus told the disciples to feed the multitude of thousands when they 
had nothing but a child’s lunch. Jesus never took back His commission to do it Himself when they said 
they were unable to accomplish that impossible task. He still set the stage for them to see the miracle 
through their hands as they handed out the food. And they did. (See Mark 6:37–44.)

The will of God has been a much-debated subject, which I often find quite entertaining. It does 
us no good to keep the conversation in a classroom caught up in Christian theory. It has to be taken 
onto the streets, where the hurting people are. The will of God must be displayed by a praying people, 
unwilling to sit on the sidelines and see the devil continually steal, kill, and destroy, and then watch the 



theorist give God the credit. Masking our unbelief with a spineless theology is the great deception. This 
continual misrepresentation of the nature and heart of God for one another and for the world must stop. 
Stupidity often looks like intelligence in the absence of experience.

QuEstions for rEflEction

1. Explain your understanding of the two expressions of God’s will outlined in this daily reading:

a. Boulema

 

 

 

 

b. Thelema
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2. Explain how it’s possible for God to have a will that is actually unfulfilled. How does He invite 
people into the fulfillment of His will?

PrAyEr of consEcrAtion

Father in Heaven, I praise You.
I honor and awe Your Name.
Your Name is holy.
You are God in Heaven and I worship You.
I say “Yes” to the charge to see Your Kingdom come, Your rule and reign advanced, on earth 
as it is in Heaven.
Show me how to think from Heaven’s perspective so I can release Heaven’s solutions.
Help me to see and live from Heaven to earth, so that earth can look more like Heaven.
And Your dream, God, is fulfilled.
Your dream of seeing the nations receive Your Son and experience the transformation You’ve 
made available.
Start with me, Lord.
Right here, right where You’ve positioned me.
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D ay T h i r t y-T h r e e

God Is in Charge…Not in Control

And we know that all things work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 

—Romans 8:28

One of the most common phrases used in this discussion is that “God is in control.” It is true that He 
is the Sovereign God. He reigns over all, and everything belongs to Him. Nothing is outside of His 

reach or His concern. He is all-knowing and all-powerful. But is He in control?
This is not a question of His ability or His power and authority. If He is, doesn’t that make Him 

responsible for Hitler? Is brain cancer His idea? If He is in control, then we have to credit Him with 
disease, earthquakes, hurricanes, and all the other calamities in life. You get the point. I think it’s more 
accurate to say He is in charge, but He is not in control. Every parent reading this should get this point 
quite easily. While we are in charge of our homes, not everything that happens under our roof is neces-
sarily our idea or is approved by us. This is an important distinction.

God can work any situation around for His glory. He is that good. And I’m thankful. I’ve witnessed 
the most horrific things happen to people, and I’ve seen them turn to this Father of grace and have 
watched as God has healed their hearts to a place of unexplainable strength. But to credit Him as the 
cause of the problem because He can use it redemptively is illogical and foolish. It violates the nature 
of God revealed in Jesus Christ. The fruit of such confusion within the family about the nature of our 
Father is a world around us that is even more confused about the nature of this God we have claimed 
wants to save them.

QuEstions for rEflEction

1. Based on the video session you watched this week and your daily reading, explain the difference 
between God being in charge and in control.



2. Why is it so important that you recognize the difference between God directly causing a problem 
and God working that situation for His glory (without causing it)?

PrAyEr of discErnMEnt

God, help me to rightly divide between what is Your will and what is not.
Help me to discern the difference between what You cause and what the enemy causes.
I know You work all things together for good.
But just because you work things together doesn’t mean You directly caused them.
Thank You for being good, all the time.
There is no shadow of turning in You.
Yes, there are things You do that are mysterious, and I don’t understand them.
But You are always mysteriously good!
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D ay T h i r t y-Fo u r

The Desires and Dreams of God

He (God) is restraining himself on account of you, holding back the End because 
he doesn’t want anyone lost. He’s giving everyone space and time to change. 

—2 Peter 3:9 MSG

God has desires, wishes, and dreams. He brought us into a relationship with Him as a part of that 
dream. None of us were forced into this relationship with God. Now we have a position in Christ 

to help bring about more of His desire by having influence on what happens and what doesn’t happen 
on planet Earth. For example, consider this very simple illustration. We carry the message of salvation. 
This message must be preached in all the world. If we send preachers of this message to one nation, but 
refuse to send any to another, there will be many times the amount of converts in the nation we chose 
to serve with the Gospel. Does it mean that God willed the others to miss out on eternal life? No. We 
did. That was our choice.

God is “not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). What 
is God’s will in this passage? That no one would perish in their sins, but that all would come to repen-
tance. That is the will of God. Is it happening? No. Is it His fault? No. Does that mean that He is 
lacking the ability to bring about His desire? No. He made it possible for all to come to Christ. He gave 
us an example to follow in Jesus. He made us sinless through the blood of Jesus. He then commissioned 
us by Jesus. Then He empowered us with the same power that Jesus had in His earthly ministry. He 
made it possible for the will of God to be done on earth as it is in Heaven. The catalyst of that becom-
ing reality is a people who pray—relentlessly pray—what He told us to pray: “on earth as it is in heaven” 
(Matt. 6:10).

QuEstions for rEflEction

1. What should the “dream of God” or “desire of God” statements in Scripture do to you? How 
should you receive them as invitations to pray?



2. Review and reflect on Second Peter 3:9. What does this passage say about the desires and dreams of 
God (beyond that He wants everyone to repent and receive salvation)?

invitAtion for PrAyEr

God is inviting you to partner with His dreams and desires. While there are certain aspects of His 
will that are absolutely fixed and not subject to mankind’s participation, Scripture makes it clear that 
there are also desires of God that come to fruition (or don’t) because of human involvement. Use this 
truth as your charge to boldly pray and take risks. Many have given up on the dreams of God because of 
what they don’t see; don’t let this be your approach. Let what you see in the Scripture be more real than 
what you see with your natural eyes. Let the dreams of God deeply compel you to pray for transformed 
nations, massive global revival, and the outpouring of His Spirit to touch all flesh.
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D ay T h i r t y-F i ve

Your Summons to “Go”

Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, which is called in Hebrew, 
Bethesda, having five porches. In these lay a great multitude of sick people, 

blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water. For an angel went 
down at a certain time into the pool and stirred up the water; then whoever 
stepped in first, after the stirring of the water, was made well of whatever 
disease he had. Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity thirty-

eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already 
had been in that condition a long time, He said to him, “Do you want to be 

made well?” The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to put me 
into the pool when the water is stirred up; but while I am coming, another 

steps down before me.” Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your bed and walk.” 
And immediately the man was made well, took up his bed, and walked. 

—John 5:2–9

This is such a beautiful story of a man without hope being touched by the compassion of Jesus. Jesus 
came to him representing the heavenly Father. It’s priceless. If this story were to happen today, there 

would be initial excitement by some. But the newspaper columnists, the TV anchors, the theologians, 
pastors, and teachers would be interviewing the people that were around the pool that weren’t healed. 
I’m told there easily could have been up to one thousand people or more gathered around that pool, 
hoping for their chance at a miracle by getting into the pool after the angel stirred the water. The inter-
view would go something like this: “How did it feel to have Jesus walk past you to heal someone else?” 
Some would use that platform to warn people of the danger of getting their hopes up, as the camera 
sweeps across the crowd of lame and diseased people. Many of those who represent the Church would 
then come to the conclusion that while this one act may have been from God, it is rather obvious evi-
dence that it is not God’s will to heal everyone. Why? Instead of trying to show us what God could do, 
He was trying to show us what one man could do who had no sin and was completely empowered by 
the Holy Spirit. If we’re that concerned about this pool surrounded by sick people, Go! “Go into all the 
world” (Mark 16:15).



This will of God is not complicated. Jesus is the will of God. He points to a perfect Father. And that 
Father has great dreams and desires for each of us. We are in His heart of dreams. And those dreams 
are for both now and eternity. Taking the time to consider Him and think according to His heart and 
His nature will have a dramatic effect on what we see and experience during our lifetime. We owe it to 
everyone around us to consider Him as He is—a good and perfect Father.

QuEstions for rEflEction

1. Reflect on John 5:2–9. How does this gospel account give you a glimpse of what you have been 
called to do and the audience you have been called to impact?
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2. How does this story reveal what God the Father is like through the example of Jesus?

PrAyEr of EMPoWErMEnt

Holy Spirit, I ask You to come again and fill me to overflowing.
Help me to see those who are hurting around me and bring Your healing Presence to them.
Open my eyes to those in my own world—family, friends, and co-workers—who need a touch 
from a good God.
Show me how I can participate in Your will for their lives and see Your desires for them come 
to pass.
Thank You, Lord, for Your empowerment!
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