
S e s s i o n  4

God’s Goodness Is Experienced 
in His Glorious Presence

If the glory of God contains the revelation of 
the goodness of God, then here is a key. 

Jesus Christ dwelling in us by the Holy Spirit is  
what makes the revelation of His goodness known 

to and through us to the world around us.



Notes on Session 4

Understanding the nature of God invites us into a relationship with God.“
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Your faith will only explore the nature of God to the degree that you see Him as good.

A coming revelation of the goodness of God upon the 
church will forever change our countenance.

“

“

God’s Goodness Is Experienced in His Glorious Presence



It’s not correct to have the Old Testament with superior 
experience than what is offered in the New.“
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In the Kingdom of God, delayed answers are gaining interest.“

God’s Goodness Is Experienced in His Glorious Presence



Discussion Questions

1. Read Exodus 33:13 and Psalm 103:7. Why was Moses’ request to know the ways of God so signifi-
cant?

a. What was the difference between Moses’ encounter with the ways of God and Israel’s expe-
rience with the acts of God?

2. How does your understanding of God’s goodness determine how far you will go in your relation-
ship with Him?

3. Explain the relationship between the glory of God and goodness of God.

4. Read Exodus 34:29–35. How does the goodness of God change our countenance?

a. How will this help us accurately represent Jesus to the world around us?

5. Why do you think God wants worship? What happens to us in His Presence?

6. Read Second Chronicles 5:11–14. How is this account an invitation for you to encounter God’s 
glory and Presence?

a. What’s different now that we are under the New Covenant?

7. Discuss what it looks like for God to inhabit praise (see Ps. 22:3).

8. Share some testimonies/stories of moments when you experienced the manifest Presence of God in 
times of worship.

a. What impact did this time of worship have on the atmosphere around you?

b. Share about different breakthroughs and miracles you experienced (or have witnessed) 
during worship?
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ActivAtion ExErcisE: EncountErinG 
his Glory And GoodnEss

The goal of today’s session was to explore the connection between the glory of 
God and the goodness of God. In the Old Testament, there are momentous encounters 
between different Bible characters and the Presence of God—notably, Moses in Exo-
dus 33 and then the priests in Second Chronicles 5. When God’s goodness is praised, 
God’s glory manifests. When God’s glory manifests on the scene, His Kingdom comes 
in power. It’s not a formula; it’s simply the great delight of every believer to live in the 
place that Jesus’ blood restored them to the glory.

fAith in Action: EncourAGE WorshiP

You will transition out of Group Discussion time and go right into a time of praise and worship. 
Whether you are using live worship leaders or recorded music, be sure that the focus is God’s goodness 
and God’s nature.

This week, spend time worshiping God following the model of Second Chronicles 5:11–14. The focus 
is God’s good nature, as their song was “the Lord is good.”

Here are some instructions:

 ■ Encourage inconvenient worship: take a moment to minister to those who are currently 
going through circumstances or who are waiting on God for a certain answer, miracle, or 
breakthrough; encourage them to shift their focus from their need to the Lord. This is 
not pretending away the problem; it’s simply elevating perspective to focus on the Solution.

 ■ Encourage expectant worship: now that a vision has been presented of what we can 
expect in worship (under the Old Covenant), encourage participants to expect a visitation 
of God’s Presence. Encourage them not to limit their expectation to one expression or 
manifestation (a cloud, flashing light, weight or heaviness, heat, etc.); simply encourage 
them to expect an encounter with God’s goodness—whatever it looks like.

 ■ Encourage extravagant worship: invite participants to engage with God in worship—
clapping, lifting hands, shouting, dancing, etc. Whatever you would deem appropriate in 
the context (and as long as no one is distracting), encourage a fragrant and extravagant 
offering of worship to the Lord.
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D ay S i x t e e n

Your Invitation to Explore the 
Realms of God’s Goodness

You will seek Me and…I will be found by you! 
—Jeremiah 29:13-14

God invites us to discover Him, the One who rewards all who join in the journey into the great 
expanse called the goodness of God. This is the journey of faith, for faith believes “that He is, and 

that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him” (Heb. 11:6).
Faith has two parts; the first is a conviction of His existence. But even the devil has that much going 

for him. It’s the second part that launches us into the adventure and distinguishes us from the rest of all 
that exists—a confidence in His nature. He is a rewarder! In other words, what we believe about Him 
will have an effect on our lives in a measurable way because He rewards those who have set their hearts 
on discovering Him. He promises, “You will seek Me and…I will be found by you!” (Jer. 29:13–14). God 
ensures that we find Him if the heart is genuinely searching with a readiness to obey. Jesus also said 
He would disclose Himself to those who follow Him (see John 14:21). It’s as though He is saying that if 
we seek Him with all of our hearts, He will make sure to put Himself in the middle of the road we’re 
walking on.

This invitation comes from the Father of life—the eternal God who loves through sacrifice and giv-
ing. The greatest gift we could ever give ourselves is to anchor our intellect and will into the strongest 
foundation possible—the goodness of God.

QuEstions for rEflEction

1. Based on the Scripture passages you read today, how is God inviting you to seek Him out?



2. What is the key to actually finding God? (Clue: there is a posture your heart needs to maintain in 
order to discover and experience Him.)

PrAyEr of invitAtion

Lord, I receive Your invitation.
I seek You with the expectation of finding You.
You invite me into a place of discovering Your goodness and experiencing Your Presence.
This means I should set out on this journey expecting to meet You.
Holy Spirit, may I be ready and willing to obey as I seek You.
May I be ready and willing to follow You.
I say “Yes,” God.
I say “Yes” to this quest of discovering You.
But I also say “Yes” to whatever You ask of me.
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D ay S eve n t e e n

Cultivating the Heart of an Explorer

Call to me and I will answer you. I’ll tell you marvelous and 
wondrous things that you could never figure out on your own. 

—Jeremiah 33:3 MSG

We are all explorers, searching for the new, enjoying the old, becoming personally enlarged with 
each discovery. What we behold affects us. If we look at it long enough, it changes us. There are 

parts of God’s goodness that are easily noticeable to the casual observer. Much like Moses, we’ve been 
given a challenge. He saw a burning bush that wasn’t being consumed by its flames. The story records 
an important detail that should help us all in our journey. It was only when Moses turned aside that 
the Lord spoke to him from the bush. (See Exodus 3:4.) Sometimes giving undivided attention to the 
obvious releases a greater encounter with Him, manifesting a greater revelation of what He is like. The 
bottom line is that we can’t find anything significant on our own. It must be revealed to us. In other 
words, all discoveries are not the result of our discipline and determination alone. As the ultimate stew-
ard, He gives these gifts to those who have embraced His invitation to ask, seek, and knock.

The prophet Jeremiah caught a glimpse of this reality when God gave him a promise of restoration. 
“Call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not know” 
(Jer. 33:3 NASB). The God who is good gave us the invitation to call upon Him. He then promised to 
answer in a way that was beyond what we asked for. The word great in this verse means “considerably 
above average.” And if that weren’t enough, He follows the word great with the word mighty. Mighty 
means “inaccessible.” Consider this: God has given us access to the inaccessible. What an incomprehen-
sible promise! It is out of the reach of our skills, character, or qualifications. We lack all that is necessary 
to be able to apprehend what exists in the realm called the goodness of God. But He gave us something 
that makes this impossibility possible. He gave us the key to the inaccessible. He Himself is that key. 
Through His name we have access to that which is beyond our reach on our best day. The invitation 
came from His goodness. He invites us to call upon Him, giving Him the open door to answer in a way 
that is above our expectations and imagination. There is no goodness apart from Him, so our journey is 
a discovery of the person of God—the One whose inaccessible goodness is now accessible by an invita-
tion with His promise to be found by us.



QuEstions for rEflEction

1. Explain why “beholding” God’s goodness can transform you. Identify some practical ways that you 
can “behold” God’s goodness in your everyday life.

2. Describe how an invitation like Jeremiah 33:3 should cultivate a lifestyle of hunger in your life for 
God? Explain how meditating on this invitation and living mindful of its possibilities should be 
able to fuel your lifelong pursuit of God.

PrAyEr of Pursuit

Lord, You have invited me to pursue You.
Even though You live inside of me, in full, I am experiencing You in part.
I see in part, taste in part, encounter in part.
This doesn’t discourage me; it fuels my hunger to experience more of You.
Father, I ask You to come right now and overwhelm me with the revelation of Your goodness.
Your greatness is unsearchable.
Your goodness is beyond comprehension.
Help me to live mindful of these truths.
Even though Your goodness is beyond my comprehension, it is not beyond my experience.
I will experience in part while living on earth, but every experience gives me a greater glimpse.
Every experience in Your Presence gives me a richer taste.
Every experience satisfies the deepest parts of my heart and also leaves me hungry for more.
Thank You, God, for the gift of hunger!
It’s this gift that draws me into unexplored realms of Your Presence and goodness.
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D ay E i g h t e e n

Exploring His Glory

And he said, “Please, show me Your glory.” Then He said, “I will make all My 
goodness pass before you, and I will proclaim the name of the Lord before you.” 

—Exodus 33:18-19

When Moses asked to see the glory of God, he did not choose some random aspect of God’s person 
or nature. He chose the original target for every person alive. We were created and designed to live 

in the glory of God, which is the manifested Presence of Jesus. The Scripture says, “For all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). Sin caused us to fall short of God’s intended target. To 
sin means “to miss the mark.” Consider an archer shooting an arrow at a target and then watching that 
arrow not even reach the target, let alone hit the bull’s-eye. That is what our sin has done. We not only 
missed the mark; we didn’t even reach the target. But take note of the target—it is the glory of God. We 
were created to live in that realm. Moses knew it instinctively and longed to see it more clearly.

Consider all the encounters that Moses had with God. The glory of God was present in the burn-
ing bush, during the many times on the mountain where God descended upon Moses and spoke, and 
through the visitations in the tent of meeting, which was also filled with His glory. These are just a few 
of the examples listed in Scripture. Yet in this moment there was only one thing in his mind—the glory. 
All of those encounters had an effect on Moses, and then upon Israel. Once you’ve tasted of the real rea-
son that you’re alive, nothing else will ever satisfy. But this particular encounter with God in His glory is 
the only time Moses’ face shone like God’s. I think it’s important to notice what was unique about this 
encounter. It’s the only time people feared the appearance of Moses, and they had him put a cloth over 
his head to protect them from what they were seeing upon him. I have this deep personal sense that the 
glory of God will be a primary subject and passion of the Church in the coming years.

QuEstions for rEflEction

1. Reflect and meditate on Romans 3:23. How does this passage of Scripture extend an invitation to 
you to live in the glory of God?



2. Explain how experiencing the glory of God satisfies you at the deepest level imaginable?

MEditAtion: sEcond corinthiAns 3

Now that you are halfway through the week’s readings, it is important that you reconsider the fact 
that, because of Jesus, you are living under the New Covenant. This is a new and better Covenant, 
according to Hebrews 7:22 and 8:6. If this Covenant contains better promises, it is important for you to 
read Paul’s powerful description of your New Covenant access to God’s glory. Read Second Corinthians 
3 and reflect on what God has made available to you that’s even greater than what Moses and the priests 
in the Old Testament enjoyed. This is designed to help take your hunger for God to new levels, as it’s 
hunger that escorts you into experience.
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D ay N i n e t e e n

His Dwelling Place

Don’t you realize that all of you together are the temple 
of God and that the Spirit of God lives in you? 

—1 Corinthians 3:16 NLT

I remember a number of years ago we had a prophetic song during one of our Sunday morning services. 
We call this type of song “the song of the Lord” in that it is a prophetic song, sung as though it were 

His voice singing over us as His people. It went something like this:

Did I not fill the tabernacle of Moses with My glory?
Did I not fill the temple of Solomon with My glory?

How much more should I fill the place that I build with My own hands?
My beloved, I am building you.

In that moment we realized that God was referring to the Matthew 16:18 passage where Jesus said, 
“I will build My church.” So here it is, a chance to catch a glimpse of where God puts His glory and why. 
He was not ashamed to put His glory upon and in the physical buildings that people built in honor of 
His name. How much more will He put the glory in the house that He Himself builds? And that house 
is the Church—the eternal dwelling place of God. (See Ephesians 2:22.)

Obviously, I make no references to institutions or buildings when I say “Church.” Those elements 
are good and useful tools of the actual Church. But they in themselves are not the Church. The Church 
is comprised of born-again believers who are as living stones, brought together into a spiritual house, to 
house a priesthood that will offer spiritual sacrifices, acceptable through Jesus. That is the revelation that 
Peter carried for us. (See First Peter 2:5.)

And to take it one step further, the glory that is put within that house is to manifest the goodness 
of God, or we miss the point altogether.



QuEstions for rEflEction

1. Explain how the church has now been designated to be the dwelling place of God. How did proto-
col transition from the Old to New Testament when it came to where God’s glory would dwell?

2. The Holy Spirit already lives inside of you. What do you think are the keys to seeing more of the 
Spirit’s Presence released on and through your life?
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PrAyEr of ActivAtion

Father, You said that I am Your dwelling place.
Jesus paid a high price so that Your Presence did not have to remain in a tent or temple.
I thank You, God, for the great work the church is accomplishing across the earth.
Thank You, Lord, for the masses who are coming to Christ, being discipled, and trained to 
represent You.
I bless and celebrate Your work.
I honor Your leaders.
But God, right now, I ask for more. And it starts with me.
Lord, You’ve made Your indwelling glory available to me.
Holy Spirit, You already live on the inside me.
You’re here, now.
I ask for You to show me how to cooperate with You in a greater way.
Show me how to yield every area of my life, my thinking, and my attitudes to Your influence.
I am forever grateful You’ve come to dwell within me; now, I ask for the more.
I ask for You to rest upon my life in power.
More, Lord!
And as I ask You for more of Your Presence and power, help me to give You more of me.
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D ay Twe n t y

Christ in You: The Hope of Glory

Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
—Colossians 1:27

The focus of the prophets, as well as the prophetic experiences contained throughout the Scriptures, 
oftentimes points to God’s purposes for His people, the Church. The stories referenced in this study 

reveal God’s heart and plans for us. He has purposed to manifest Himself upon us and through us and, 
as a result, to transform the nature of the world around us. This must be seen, embraced, and received 
as a part of our reason for being.

The target of the Lord for us is still the glory. His glory is to become the dwelling place of God’s 
people, as He in turn dwells in us. The apostle Paul used a phrase that is to grab our hearts: “Christ in 
you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27). Jesus Christ in us makes it possible to be restored fully to His purpose 
for us—living in the glory.

If the glory of God contains the revelation of the goodness of God, then here is a key. Jesus Christ 
dwelling in us by the Holy Spirit is what makes the revelation of His goodness known to and through 
us to the world around us. And that is hope illustrated.

QuEstions for rEflEction

1. Based on your daily reading, what would you conclude are some of the objectives of God’s glory 
dwelling in and upon you?



2. Reflect and meditate on Colossians 1:27. Explore what that statement means: Christ in you, the 
hope of glory.

PrAyEr of rEvElAtion

Father, I ask You to open my eyes to have a clearer vision of “Christ in me, the hope of glory.”
Thank You that I carry Your glory.
Thank You for the price You paid for the Holy Spirit to live in me.
I praise You for this glorious gift.
May the world and environment around me see Jesus in a clearer way through my life as I 
represent Your goodness.
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