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God’s Goodness Demonstrated 
Through His Perfect Will

The will of God has been a much-debated subject, which I 
often find quite entertaining. It does us no good to keep the 

conversation in a classroom caught up in Christian theory. It 
has to be taken onto the streets, where the hurting people are.



Notes on Session 7

 

Sometimes we’re asking for answers when what we need is Presence.“

God is Good Leader’s Guide



God works in mysterious ways, but He is mysteriously good—not mysteriously evil.“
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We cannot create a Christian life that is okay with no breakthrough.“

God is Good Leader’s Guide



Discussion Questions

1. What do we typically use as our standard for life (instead of the blueprint pictured in Isaiah 9:7 
of an ever-increasing Kingdom)?

2. Why have people come to the conclusion: Revival happens for a season? What is often used as the 
template for evaluating and defining revival?

3. Describe the two expressions of God’s will that Pastor Bill talks about.

a. Explain the “fixed” will of God—what are some examples of this?

b. Explain the “desire” or dream of God—what are some examples of this?

4. Explain the comment: “Sometimes we’re looking for answers when what we need is Presence.”

5. How is “on earth as it is in Heaven” an expression of God’s will? What role do we have in seeing 
this fulfilled?

6. Explain the difference between God being in charge and in control. Is it possible for God to be 
in charge, but not be in control?

7. How should we respond to shame and guilt when things don’t happen according to the way we 
were praying?

8. Consider Mark 9:14–29. When you don’t experience breakthrough or results—just like the 
disciples did in this passage—what should you do? What model did they set?
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Activation Exercise: Take Jesus Aside…

The goal of today’s session was to help you biblically reconsider the subject of God’s 
will. Just because something happens in your life or in the world does not mean, by 
default, it is God’s will. While there are fixed, definitive expressions of God’s will—
like the return of Jesus—there is a realm of God’s will where He invites His people to 
participate in its unfolding. This does not undermine His sovereignty, as the Sovereign 
Lord intentionally commissioned mankind to rule in His stead on the earth. This was 
established in Genesis, at the creation of mankind, and was restored through the work 
of Jesus when He reclaimed the keys of authority. Your commission is to go into all 
the world, make disciples of nations, and proclaim the Gospel of the Kingdom. Even 
though we fail at this assignment, our failure does not revoke God’s assignment. When 
we don’t see breakthrough and results, we need to approach the Father—not in guilt 
or shame—but in a genuine hunger to see an increase of His power, rule, and reign 
through our lives.

Faith in Action: Ask for Heaven’s Strategy for Breakthrough

Encourage everyone to divide into small groups of prayer partners. Here is the mission: go into 
God’s Presence and, like the disciples, take Jesus aside.

 ■ Ask God your hard questions; don’t blame Him, but learn how to ask Him, and ask 
Him honestly.

 ■ Ask your prayer partners to pray for you, and likewise pray for them. Pray for perse-
verance to keep praying and believing God. Pray for strength. Pray for healing, specif-
ically for disappointment and loss. Release freedom from any guilt or shame. Simply 
release God’s refreshing Presence over every person.

 ■ Everyone can continue praying in small groups, or they can come back together as a 
large group.

 ■ Ask for prayer requests—specifically, requests that have gone “unanswered” for a long 
period of time. This is your prayer assignment today. Focus on praying for personal 
breakthroughs, healings, lost family members, relationship restoration, deliverance 
from torment, freedom from addiction, etc. Encourage people to keep praying and 
keep believing, regardless of how dark the situation is or has become.
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