
S e s s i o n  2

God’s Goodness Is Defined in His 
Original Design for Creation

Discovering God’s original commission and purpose for mankind can 
help to fortify our resolve to a life of history-shaping significance.

To find that truth, we must go back to the beginning.



Notes on Session 2

God won’t share His glory with another…but you’re not “another.”“
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Jesus gives us all the authority to complete His assignment.“
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Eternity is the cornerstone of all logic and reason.

You can tell how much God trusts you by looking at what He entrusted to you.

“

“
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What did He entrust to you? The Holy Spirit.“
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Discussion Questions

1. Read Romans 3:23. What was the original realm that mankind was supposed to live in? Discuss 
what you think this looked like in Eden.

a. Describe how Jesus restored mankind to the place of glory.

2. Reflect on Genesis 1. How does the original design represent God’s perfect and good will? What 
language might confirm this?

3. What is mankind’s job in representing God’s goodness and reign in the world today—just like in 
Eden?

4. Read Genesis 1:26–28. How did the mandate for mankind to expand the Garden of Eden (through 
Adam and Eve) actually reveal His will for the world throughout all of time?

5. Why did God create options and how does this reveal His goodness (starting with the option for 
Adam and Eve to eat of the forbidden fruit)?

6. Read Luke 4:6 and Luke 19:10. When Jesus talks about seeking and saving “that which was lost,” 
discuss the fullness of what He is talking about.

7. Explain your understanding of God’s keys of authority—how were they taken away and how were 
they given back?

8. Explain Pastor Bill’s comment, “You were born into a war zone.” Why is it important to live mind-
ful of this conflict without being too focused on the powers of darkness?

a. How does your understanding of this war zone give perspective on the surrounding situa-
tions, chaos, and crisis in the world?

9. How does your understanding of God’s original design for creation (before sin and the Fall) give 
you a clear blueprint for His will?

a. How does your understanding of God’s good design give you a filter to see life through?
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ActivAtion ExErcisE: rElEAsE 
thE Authority of God

The goal of today’s session was to give you a clear blueprint of God’s good design 
and intent for creation. As seen in Luke 4:6, keys of authority were given to the devil 
in the Fall of mankind, giving him influence over affairs and activities on planet Earth. 
Though the devil is not sovereign by any stretch, he was still given access to influence 
situations and people in the world. Jesus came to seek and save that which was lost—lost 
people, yes, but also lost keys of authority.

Because all authority was given to Jesus and then Jesus commissioned His people to 
complete His task, it’s safe to say that the One who was given all authority has entrusted 
you with His authority!

fAith in Action

Pastor Bill gave the example of Isaiah 66:8, where the question is asked: Can a nation be saved in a 
day? God is extending an invitation to His commissioned people to actually bring Him the fruit of a 
nation saved in a day. We have been authorized to fulfill the commission of Jesus; this is why He gave us 
authority to disciple the nations (see Matt. 28).

Here are some prayer directives:

1. Pray as a group for the commission of Jesus to be accomplished through each person present.

a. Pray for the harvest of nations to be brought in.

b. Pray for a release of signs, wonders, and miracles throughout the global church—an 
outpouring of the supernatural that will usher the masses into the Kingdom of God.

c. Pray for cities, regions, and nations to be impacted by the Presence and power of 
God.

2. Pray for the Holy Spirit to release vision and clarity on the unique ways that He wants to ac-
tivate the people to fulfill this commission. (Note: it’s not simply through church work and 
“full-time ministry.” God has an assignment for every single person, with each assignment 
being equal in value, regardless of what sphere of influence that person is placed in.)

3. Pray that each person has a revelation of the “sacredness” of his or her calling. In these fi-
nal moments, you can break up into smaller groups and pray for/prophesy over each other. 
Specifically, have the prayer focus be on activating each other to fulfill God’s commission 
and release His power in their unique spheres of influence.
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D ay S i x

A Clear Blueprint of God’s Goodness

You will know the truth, and the truth will make you free. 
—John 8:32 NASB

Because God is better than I think, I must adjust my thinking and the tenderness of my heart until 
I live conscious of both His nature and His Presence. And that awareness then becomes the reality 

I live from. His nature defines who I am and what I do. This greatest reality of all realities is to become 
my spiritual, emotional, and intellectual home. In the same way I travel from my home to my office, or 
from my home to minister in another country, so His nature is to become the home I travel from—it is 
the reference point for all of life. And though I travel great distances from my home, I am never to be 
away from the awareness of His goodness. That is the home or the abiding place of my heart that goes 
with me everywhere.

He longs to reveal Himself to those who are ready to fully embrace what they discover. In many 
ways our yes precedes seeing more of Him. Our yes is our invitation for more of Him. Revelation of truth 
releases responsibility for truth. Revelation is seldom given to those who are merely curious. You’ll never 
see Him reveal truth just to make us smarter or more capable of debating with those who see differently. 
Truth by nature is the transforming power of God to instill freedom in the life of those who embrace 
it. It could be said that freedom exists in a person’s life to the degree he embraces truth from the heart. 
It’s more than a mental agreement to a concept called truth. It is the heartfelt yes to a way of life. That 
way of life becomes measureable in our lifestyle of freedom. Jesus put it this way: “You will know the 
truth, and the truth will make you free” (John 8:32 NASB). My journey starts to break down when my 
thoughts violate who He is. When our questions express our hunger for discovery, they’re fruitful. But 
when our questions challenge who He is, they are foolish and lead to intellectual pride and ultimately 
spiritual barrenness.

Who He is is revealed in what He says. He identifies Himself as the Word. In other words, He says 
nothing apart from who He is. His Word reveals His nature and manifests His Presence. Jesus was never 
a broadcaster of truths He didn’t live. Even the people of His day recognized this as a reason for His 
unequalled authority—“Never has a man spoken the way this man speaks” (John 7:46 NASB).



QuEstions for rEflEction

1. How does the Word (the Bible and the person of Jesus) give you a clear blueprint of what God’s 
goodness looks like?

2. Reflect on John 8:32. How does your revelation and understanding of God’s truth actually deter-
mine the level of freedom you enjoy?
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PrAyEr for frEEdoM throuGh rEvElAtion

God, I am on a journey of discovery.
I want to discover the truth about Your goodness, so I can enjoy the freedom You’ve 
made available.
Open my eyes in new ways.
I pray that in the days to come, I would receive a very clear understanding of what Your orig-
inal will and purpose was for creation.
Jesus, You came to seek and save that which was lost.
I pray that in the readings to come, You would show me what was lost, how Jesus got it back, 
and how You have commissioned me to use Your keys of authority today!
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D ay S eve n

Rediscovering God’s 
Original Commission

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the 

air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing 
that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in His own image; in the 
image of God He created him; male and female He created them. Then 
God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill 

the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the 
birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 

—Genesis 1:26–28

Man was created in the image of God and placed into the Father’s ultimate expression of beauty and 
peace—the Garden of Eden. Outside of that garden, it was a different story. It was without the 

order and blessing contained within and was in great need of the touch of God’s delegated one—Adam. 
It’s an amazing thought to consider that something could be so perfect and good from God’s perspec-
tive, yet be incomplete. God Himself longed to see what those who worshiped by choice would do with 
what He gave them to steward.

Adam and Eve were placed in the Garden with a mission. God said, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the 
earth and subdue it” (Gen. 1:28). This was the first commission given to mankind. “Be fruitful.” This is 
a specific command to be productive. It included discovering the laws of God’s creation and cooperating 
with them to make the ever-expanding Garden a better place. God was not afraid of their personalizing 
His creation. Their mark of delegated authority was to be seen in their management of creation itself.

“Multiply.” They were to have children, who in turn would have children, etc. It was God’s inten-
tion that as they bore more children, who also lived under God’s rule, they would be able to extend 
the boundaries of His Garden through the simplicity of their devotion to Him. Because they were His 
delegated authority, they could display the beauty of God’s Kingdom by representing Him well. The 
greater the number of people in right relationship to God, the greater the impact of their leadership. This 
process was to continue until the entire earth was covered with the glorious rule of God through man.



“Fill the earth.” This statement reveals that God’s target was the entire planet. One can only imagine 
what that might have looked like had Adam and Eve not sinned—humanity living in perfect harmony, 
under one God, all working to glorify God through their management of what He had created. Every 
corner of the earth was to feel the influence of His delegated ones, who served and ruled out of love—
love for God, love for one another, and love for all that He had made.

“Subdue it.” This statement reveals something that is often ignored. The Garden of Eden was perfect. 
But the rest of the planet was in disarray. Outside of the Garden was chaos and disorder as it was under 
the influence of the devil and his hordes. For that reason, a military term was used to describe Adam and 
Eve’s assignment. In a sense they were born into a war. They were to bring the earth under their control 
and ultimately under the influence of God through their righteous rule.

Because satan had rebelled and had been cast out of Heaven with a portion of the fallen angels and 
had taken dominion of the earth, it becomes obvious why the rest of the planet needed to be subdued—
it was under the influence of the powers of darkness. (See Genesis 1:2.) God could have destroyed the 
devil and his host with a word; instead He chose to defeat darkness through His delegated authority—
those made in His image who were lovers of God by choice.

QuEstions for rEflEction

1. Explain your understanding of how God’s threefold mandate to multiply, fill the earth, and subdue 
it applies to your Christian life today.
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2. What is revealed about God’s goodness when He uses His delegated authority on earth—you and 
I—to defeat the powers of darkness?

PrAyEr of coMMissioninG

Father, I ask for fresh clarity on my assignment as Your delegated authority.
Increase my confidence—not in myself, but in every resource You’ve equipped me with to com-
plete the assignment You’ve given to me.
I thank You for Your Word.
Your Spirit.
Your authority.
Your approval.
Your promises.
Your power.
May I live more mindful of what You have entrusted to me than the lack or crisis I come against.
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D ay E i g h t

Your Assignment to Release 
God’s Goodness on Earth

The heaven, even the heavens, are the Lord’s; but the 
earth He has given to the children of men. 

—Psalm 115:16

The Sovereign One placed us—Adam’s children—in charge of planet Earth, even though we were 
only capable of managing a small portion to start with. He did something similar to the children 

of Israel when He gave them all of the Promised Land. He basically told them, “It’s all yours, although 
I’ll give it to you little by little.” He then went on to explain that the timing of the release of their 
inheritance was for their sake, so the beasts of the field wouldn’t become too numerous for them. This 
is remarkable. From day one, God has longed for His people to rule out of their right relationship with 
Him. The centurion brilliantly illustrates this same principle when he asks Jesus to heal his servant in 
Matthew 8:7–10:

Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal him.” But the centurion said, “Lord, I am not 
worthy for You to come under my roof, but just say the word, and my servant will be 
healed. For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to this one, 
‘Go!’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come!’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this!’ and 
he does it.” Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled and said to those who were following, 
“Truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith with anyone in Israel” (NASB).

Because the centurion was under authority, he knew he had authority. Adam and Eve were given a 
huge assignment, which depended on their relationship with God, not their gifts and talents alone. Their 
authority was based entirely on being under the authority of the Almighty God. God’s mission is to be 
embraced and represented well by those who love Him by choice, bringing all that He has made back 
into its proper place.

“The heaven, even the heavens, are the Lord’s; but the earth He has given to the children of men” (Ps. 
115:16). This highest of honors was given to us because love always chooses the best. That is the begin-
ning of the romance of our creation—created in His image, for intimacy, that dominion might be 



expressed through love. It is from this revelation that we are to learn to walk as His ambassadors, thus 
defeating the “prince of this world” (see John 14:30; Eph. 2:2). The stage was set for all of darkness to 
fall as man exercised his godly influence over creation. But instead, man fell.

QuEstions for rEflEction

1. Explain how God entrusts authority to His people, based on your devotional reading today.

2. Explain how something can be all yours and yet you still need to receive it little by little. This is true 
with all of the promises of God. Even though we have received every one, by inheritance, what do 
you think the danger of receiving everything all at once would be?
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3. How does your assignment depend on intimacy with God (as opposed to your talent, abilities, 
opportunities, upbringing, etc.)?

PrAyEr of PErsPEctivE

Father, I place myself under Your authority.
I submit to Your mission.
Your primary mission, God, is my commission.
Wherever You’ve put me, and with whatever You’ve given me, show me how to serve 
Your commission.
Above all, Lord, I remain connected to You.
My pleasure and delight is Your Presence.
I don’t live for my assignment; I live for You!
I don’t find my identity in my gifts or talents; I find my identity and purpose in You and 
what You say about me.
Show me how to release and demonstrate Your goodness on earth.
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D ay N i n e

Understanding the Fall of Mankind

Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded 
the minds of those who don’t believe. 

—2 Corinthians 4:4 NLT

Satan didn’t come into the Garden of Eden and violently take possession of Adam and Eve. He 
couldn’t—he had no dominion there. Dominion empowers. And because man was given the keys of 

dominion over the planet, the devil would have to get his authority from man. The suggestion to eat the 
forbidden fruit was simply the devil’s effort to get Adam and Eve to agree with him in opposition to God, 
thus empowering him. To this day it is through agreement that the devil is able to kill, steal, and destroy. He 
is still empowered through man’s agreement.

Mankind’s authority to rule was forfeited when Adam ate the forbidden fruit. Paul said, “You are that 
one’s slaves whom you obey” (Rom. 6:16). In that one act, mankind went from ruler over a planet to the 
slave and possession of the evil one. All that Adam owned, including the title deed to the planet with its 
corresponding position of rule, became part of the devil’s spoil. God’s predetermined plan of redemption 
immediately kicked into play: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her 
seed; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel” (Gen. 3:15). Jesus would come to reclaim all that 
was lost.

God’s plan of rulership for man never ceased. Jesus came to bear man’s penalty for sin and recapture 
what had been lost. Luke 19:10 records that Jesus came “to seek and to save that which was lost.” Not only was 
mankind lost to sin, his dominion over planet Earth was also lost. Jesus came to recapture all that was lost.

QuEstions for rEflEction
1. Based on the video session and this devotional reading, explain your understanding of: 1) how 

authority was given by God to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden; 2) how Adam and Eve, rep-
resenting mankind, gave authority to satan through sin; and 3) the impact this authority exchange 
has had on the planet ever since.



2. Read and reflect on Luke 19:10. Based on your understanding of what was given away in the Gar-
den of Eden, list some of what you believe Jesus came to “seek and save.”
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undErstAndinG thE Authority ExchAnGE: 
A nEW rEvElAtion of GEnEsis

It is absolutely essential that every Christian understands the exchange that took place in the Garden 
of Eden. Without this knowledge, it is impossible to effectively interact with the life situations we all 
face today.

Here is your charge today—read Genesis 1–3 and ask the Holy Spirit to give you a clear view of 
what creation was like before the introduction of sin and the influence of satan. This is a picture of the 
Creator’s original intent and design.

Consider a junkyard filled with expensive European cars. Even though you presently see the vehicles 
in a state of absolute destruction and decay, that was not the manufacturer’s original design for that 
vehicle. The same is true for what we see and experience in the world today.
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D ay Te n

Jesus Restored the Keys of Authority

So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent 
Me, I also send you.” And when He had said this, He breathed 

on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 
—John 20:21-22

In redeeming man, Jesus recovered what man had given away. From the throne of triumph He 
declared, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. (Matt. 28:18). In other words: 

I got the keys back. Now go use them and reclaim what was lost. In this passage, Jesus fulfills the prom-
ise He made to the disciples when He said, “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 
16:9). The original plan was never aborted; it was fully realized once and for all in the resurrection and 
ascension of Jesus. We were then to be completely restored to His plan of ruling as a people made in 
His image. And as such, we would learn how to enforce the victory obtained at Calvary: “The God of 
peace will soon crush Satan under your feet” (Rom. 16:19 NASB).

We were born to rule—rule over creation, over darkness—to plunder hell, to rescue those headed 
there, and to establish the rule of Jesus wherever we go by preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom. 
Kingdom means King’s domain, King’s dominion. In the original purpose of God, mankind ruled over 
creation. Now that sin has entered the world, creation has been infected by darkness, namely disease, 
sickness, afflicting spirits, poverty, natural disasters, demonic influence, etc. Our rule is still over 
creation, but now it is focused on exposing and undoing the works of the devil. We are to give what 
we have received to reach that end. (See Matthew 10:8.) If I truly receive power from an encounter 
with the God of power, I am equipped to give it away. The invasion of God into impossible situations 
comes through a people who have received power from on high and have learned to release it into the 
circumstances of life.



QuEstions for rEflEction

1. What are some ways that you can demonstrate Jesus’ Kingdom authority in the circumstances of 
life? (Remember John 20:21-22—the works that Jesus was commissioned to do, you are also com-
missioned to perform in His name.)

2. Describe how the expressions of the Kingdom—healing, deliverance, demonstration of miracles, 
signs, and wonders—reveal the goodness of God as they are released?
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PrAyEr of EMPoWErMEnt

Holy Spirit, I ask You to fall upon me right now in a fresh way.
Just like You empowered Jesus to do the supernatural works of the Kingdom, You’ve autho-
rized and empowered me to do the same acts.
Miracles and healings.
Deliverance.
Signs and wonders.
Operating in prophecy, words of knowledge, discerning of spirits, and every gift of the 
Holy Spirit.
These are available to me.
They are free gifts.
I didn’t earn them and I don’t deserve them—Jesus did and Jesus won them for me.
Lord, as I freely receive, help me to freely give.
And as You release Your power in and through me, show the world a greater glimpse of 
Your goodness!
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