
S e s s i o n  1

God’s Goodness Shapes Our Reality

God’s goodness is beyond our ability to comprehend,  
but not our ability to experience. 

Our hearts will take us where our heads can’t fit. 
Understanding is vital, but it often comes through experiencing God.



Notes on Session 1

We will always reflect the nature of the world that we are most aware of.“
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The hope of the world is not the return of the Lord; that’s the hope of the Church.

The hope of the world is the power of the Gospel.

“

“
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You know your mind is renewed when the impossible looks logical.

Every revelation of God’s nature is an invitation to encounter.

“

“
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Allow what God shows you to have greater weight in your 
life than the thousand questions you’re asking.“
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Discussion Questions

1. Read Psalm 34:8. How does tasting the goodness of God change the way you see and interact with 
the world around you?

a. Discuss. What do you think it looks like to taste and see that the Lord is good?

2. How does what you see of God actually change your countenance?

a. Why is this important and how does your countenance represent the Lord?

b. Is it possible for your countenance to pick up on the darkness and chaos around you?

3. Read Romans 12:1-2. How does a renewed or transformed mind impact the way you see God as 
good?

4. Read Matthew 6:10 and John 10:10. How do these Scriptures answer the question: What is the will 
of God?

5. Discuss and reflect on Pastor Bill’s statement, “The hope of the world is not the return of the Lord; 
that’s the hope of the Church. The hope of the world is the power of the Gospel.”

6. Discuss: what does it mean to approve the will of God?

7. Discuss the Van Gogh illustration. How does this illustration show you how to approve the will of 
God?

a. How does this illustration help you identify the work of God versus recognizing the work of 
the enemy?

8. Why is it so important that you have clarity on what comes from God and what comes from the 
enemy?

9. How do things change when you have it settled in your heart that God is good? (Specifically, how 
do you think your prayer life changes when you are convinced that God is good?)
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ActivAtion ExErcisE: rElEAsE thE Good 
Will of God throuGh PrAyEr

The goal of today’s session was to recalibrate how you think and how you live. One 
of the most fundamental activities of a Christian is prayer. This is not simply asking God 
for something; it’s interacting with God. It’s your dialogue with the Father. If your heart is 
not grounded in His goodness, you will come to Him with hesitation. Fear. Maybe shame 
and guilt. You will not pray boldly, expecting breakthrough.

It’s time to change our perspective on God’s goodness and start praying His good will 
over every situation and struggle we’re facing.

Scripture makes it clear that God’s will is to heal the sick, deliver the tormented, and 
save the lost. John 10:10 reminds that the thief (satan) came to steal, kill, and destroy; Jesus 
came to bring life and actually destroy the works of the devil. It’s time to partner with the 
will of God by praying His purposes over every situation that is out of alignment with His 
good plan.

fAith in Action

Break up into prayer partners (groups of two work best—men with men and women with women, if 
possible). Share prayer needs/requests with each other. Before you start praying, pray for each other’s needs 
as if God is really good.

Begin each prayer with declarations of God’s goodness rather than going right into asking and 
petitioning. This approach will dramatically shift the way you pray for one another, focusing first 
and foremost on God’s goodness. His goodness will set the standard for the kinds of prayers that will 
be prayed.
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D a y  O n e

God’s Goodness Shapes Your Outlook

What comes into our minds when we think about God 
is the most important thing about us. 

—A.W. Tozer

If I were to do to my children what many people think God does to His children, I’d be arrested for 
child abuse. People say God is good, yet they credit Him with causing cancer and natural disasters 

and even blame Him for terrorist activities. Some try to escape the pain of such shameful reasoning by 
stating, “He allowed it” instead of “He caused it.” In my way of thinking, there’s little to no difference. 
If I abuse my children, or “allow/approve” a neighbor to do it, it’s obvious I have a very serious problem. 
And when we sweep the abusive misdeed under the carpet called God works in mysterious ways, we add 
insult to injury. There is a common thought among many that God causes or allows evil to take place 
so He can display His mercy. That would be like me breaking my child’s arm to show my ability to give 
him comfort, and then using my skills to reset the broken bone. People ask me, “What about Job?” My 
response is, “What about Jesus?” Job provides the question. Jesus gives the answer. The story of Job is 
about holding to our faith in the midst of trials and seeing God restore everything brilliantly. But the 
story of Jesus is the only one I follow.

There’s no question that God can turn any situation around for His glory and for our benefit—this 
of course includes the most evil conditions known to humanity around the world. But that is the testi-
mony of His greatness and His redemptive purpose. It does not represent His design. To attribute evil to 
Him tragically undermines our purpose on the earth, as it cripples our ability to re-present Jesus as the 
manifestation of God’s goodwill toward men.

Our boldness to declare and demonstrate who He is in a given situation is seriously impaired 
if we’re not confident of what He is like. When the boldness that is normal to the one filled with 
the Spirit of God diminishes, it costs us dearly. It is often our boldness that draws Him into an 
impossible situation.



QuEstions for rEflEction

1. How is saying “God allowed it” similar to blaming God for causing the horrors in this world?

2. Why is it so important for us to have a biblical view of God’s goodness? How do you think this 
impacts the way you represent Jesus in your everyday life?

3. Explain what you think life would look like if you were absolutely convinced that God was good? 
How would this shape the way you prayed?
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PrAyEr to BEhold God’s GoodnEss

God, fill my eyes with a revelation of Your goodness! Help me to taste and see that You are 
good—and may that truth powerfully impact the way I represent Jesus in my everyday life. I 
declare, right now, that You are good. You’re truly a good Father.
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D ay Two

What’s God? What’s the Devil? 
How Can I Know the Difference?

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they 
may have life, and have it abundantly. I am the good shepherd; 

the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 
—John 10:10-11 NASB

It’s not complicated. Loss, death, and destruction are the things left behind when the devil has had 
influence in a given situation. Jesus is the Good Shepherd. And what does that goodness look like? He 

gives abundant life. Here is it—loss, death, and destruction vs. abundant life. One is bad; the other is 
good. It shouldn’t be that hard to distinguish between the two. And if that wasn’t enough, John sum-
marized why Jesus came to earth: “The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the 
devil” (1 John 3:8 NASB). Jesus taught us how to recognize the works of the devil and then modeled how 
we destroy them. Do we have the right to set a new way of life and ministry that doesn’t do what Jesus 
commanded us to do? No. Absolutely not!

It is time to reexamine our belief system and find out what the Bible really teaches about the nature 
of God. It really comes down to this—many have rejected the clear revelation of the nature of God that 
is seen in the person of Jesus Christ.

QuEstions for rEflEction

1. Meditate on John 10:10. How does this passage of Scripture help you identify what comes from 
God and what comes from the devil (the thief )?



2. Based on First John 3:8, what should be the believer’s response to the works of darkness?

dEclArAtion

I declare that You are good. You are the Author of life, Jesus! You came to set captives free, 
deliver the oppressed, heal the sick, and bring relief to the tormented. Thank You for wisdom to 
discern when You are at work and when the enemy is at work. Right now, I declare that I will 
be more mindful of what You are doing, Father, than what the enemy is doing. I will release 
Your goodness into every hopeless and dark situation, expecting that the thief will be driven out 
as the Kingdom of God is released in power.
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D ay T h r e e

The Responsibility to 
Carry God’s Goodness

Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will 
do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. 

—John 14:12

Most every believer confesses that God is good. We have to. It’s in the Bible. It’s not the belief in His 
goodness that threatens us. It’s our definition of this goodness that has brought much debate and 

sometimes conflict and turmoil into the family of God.
If He is as good as many claim, how we respond to this truth will require massive change in how 

we do life. Instead of creating doctrines that explain away our weakness and anemic faith, we’ll actually 
have to find out why “the greater works than these” have not been happening in and around us (see John 
14:12). Creating doctrines of no miracles today not only contradicts His Word, it is a sneaky way to avoid 
responsibility. Instead of changing the standard for life given by Jesus, who walked the earth two thou-
sand years ago, we are to embrace it and follow His model. We were designed with the capacity to be 
conformed into the likeness of Jesus, the One who is resurrected from the dead and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father (see 1 John 4:17).

The bottom line is, it was never meant that the hour we live in was to be inferior to Jesus’ earthly 
ministry. John 14:12 is our invitation to embrace the opposite.

QuEstions for rEflEction

1. Reflect and mediate on Jesus’ words in John 14:12. How does your understanding of God’s good-
ness determine what you do with this promise from Jesus?



2. The common response to scriptures like John 14:12 is “this is not happening so it must not be 
true,” or “that promise is not for believers today.” Based on the devotional reading today, how do 
you think Jesus wants you to pray promises like this?

PrAyEr invitAtion

The Holy Spirit is calling you to take ownership over promises like John 14:12 and pray them. Take 
a moment right now to recognize what the Lord wants to do—He is calling you, His son, His daughter, 
into a unique partnership with Heaven. God’s will is made known to you for the purpose of calling you 
into partnership. John 14:12 is an expression of His will. Heaven desires for the Father’s agenda to be 
released on earth; however, the Lord is looking for those on earth who will faithfully believe that Heav-
en’s promises and purposes are for right now!

Simply pray:

Lord, I say “Yes.” I say “Yes” to both the same works as Jesus and the “greater works” He promised.
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D a y  F o u r

Experiencing God’s Goodness Is 
the Key to True Understanding

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
—Psalm 34:8 NASB

God’s goodness is beyond our ability to comprehend, but not our ability to experience. Our hearts 
will take us where our heads can’t fit. Understanding is vital, but it often comes through experi-

encing God. Faith for the journey of walking with God leads to encounters with God. It results in a 
growing knowledge and understanding of truth, as in “by faith we understand that the worlds were framed 
by the word of God” (Heb. 11:3). Having said that, one of the great commands of Scripture pertaining to 
the experience of His goodness is “taste and see that the Lord is good” (Ps. 34:8). If you’ll taste it for your-
self, you’ll see it more clearly. Your perception of truth will increase as you experience truth more deeply.

As it is with this most important doctrine of being born again, we always understand a subject more 
clearly once we’ve experienced it. Hearing someone teach on being born again who isn’t born again is 
almost laughable. There is hardly a group of believers anywhere that would treasure that teaching. Yet a 
similar practice is almost applauded as noble in much of Christendom—theology that requires no expe-
rience. I realize that some may assume I mean that theology is based on experience, which implies to 
some we throw reason out the door. That is a true and present danger. But the issue that has had much 
more damage in present-day church life is theology without experience. The Pharisees were known for 
theories that never had an effect on their own lives. To combat this, we must exercise our faith to put a 
demand on what we believe.

QuEstions for rEflEction

1. How can you experience God’s goodness without completely understanding it?



2. Describe some ways that you have personally “tasted and seen” that God is good. It’s important to 
keep these testimonies close to you, remembering them often. More than being answered prayers, 
miracles, and breakthroughs, these all say something very clear about the goodness of God. As you 
reflect on a few key moments in your life where God showed you—visibly—that He was good, be 
sure to write down what that moment reveals about God’s character.

PrAyEr to ExPEriEncE God’s GoodnEss

Father, You are inviting me into an encounter with Your goodness. I say, “Yes, Lord!” Right 
now, I recognize that even though Your goodness is beyond my understanding, it is not beyond 
my ability to experience. So here I am, Lord! Mark my life by Your goodness. Shift the way I 
think because my mind is under the influence of Your goodness. May every area of how I live 
my life be shaped and reshaped by the fact that You are good!
Come, Holy Spirit, and immerse me in the Father’s goodness—even now.
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D ay F i ve

Your Gateway to Encounter God’s 
Goodness: The Renewed Mind

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will 

of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 
—Romans 12:2

The renewed mind is more than having the ability to give a biblical answer to a problem. It includes 
that, but in reality it is so much more. It is seeing from a divine perspective.
In the Romans passage, the renewed mind proves the will of God. That is fascinating when you 

realize that the best definition for the will of God in Scripture is “Your will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven” (Matt. 6:10). It can be said that the renewed mind is what reveals and illustrates God’s will 
on earth. The mind of Christ, seen in Jesus’ lifestyle, illustrates this beautifully. He confronted storms, 
healed bodies, multiplied food, and did countless other miracles to reveal Heaven’s effect on earth. 
The renewed mind in us should do the same. We will know our mind is renewed when the impossible 
looks logical.

QuEstions for rEflEction

1. What do you think it means to “see from divine perspective”? How does this relate to seeing your 
current situation in light of God’s goodness?



2. How does the renewed mind approve the will of God? Explain how you can take the Van Gogh il-
lustration (from this week’s video session) and apply it to situations that you or others are confused 
about.

3. How does “approving” God’s will in a situation give you clear direction on how to pray (when you 
have a clear view of what God’s heart is on the matter you’re praying about)?

PrAyEr for thE rEnEWAl of your Mind

Father, I ask You to change the way I think.
Any area of my thinking that is not influenced by Your goodness, I ask you to transform.
Right now, I simply wait in Your Presence.
I thank You that as I spend time with You, You change the way I think.
As I study Your Word, Holy Spirit, You wash and cleanse my mind.
Help me approve Your will, Lord.
May my thinking be under the influence of Your goodness!
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