
S e s s i o n  5

God’s Goodness Expressed 
Through Perfect Judgment

We are the most useless in our faith when our confidence for 
transformation depends on the return of Christ instead of the work 

of Christ. His return will be glorious! But His work sets the stage for a 
transformed people to transform the nature of the world they live in.



Notes on Session 5

Jesus took the judgment that mankind deserved so we 
could step into the freedom He deserved.“
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Blessing on an unsanctified life crushes it; blessing on a sanctified life establishes it.

A massive revival to the nations could come because of the blessing of God on His people.

“

“
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Gifts are free; maturity is expensive.“
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When God brings discipline, it’s always from His love and compassion.“
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Discussion Questions

1. Read Psalm 27:13. How is the truth of God’s goodness your anchor and keep you from losing 
heart?

a. How does God’s goodness actually keep your heart safe from the problems and turmoil 
around you?

2. What is the difference between God approving tragedy and God causing tragedy? (Is there a differ-
ence?)

3. Why should we actually love judgment?

a. What is God’s judgment actually aimed at?

4. Explore this question: Why doesn’t God get rid of all evil and sin in a single moment of time? How 
does this reveal His love, justice, and goodness?

5. Why do you think we need to change our perspective when it comes to the last days?

a. Specifically, how do we need to change our view of the last days conditions presented in 
Matthew 24?

b. How are end-times conditions not promises of God? How should we respond to the condi-
tions that Jesus is describing?

6. How did Pastor Bill’s message give you an encouraging perspective on the last days? Discuss how 
your concept of the last days actually shapes your everyday life.

7. Read Jeremiah 33:9 and Hosea 3:5. Explain how God’s goodness can release the “fear” or trembling 
of the Lord. What do you think this looks like on your life?

8. How does God discipline His people through the word He speaks to them? What is the end result 
of His judgment?

9. Read Psalm 67. How does God’s blessing and goodness demonstrated upon your life have the abili-
ty to impact nations?

a. Share testimony of how God’s blessing on your life has actually invited others to know God.
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ActivAtion ExErcisE: his JudGMEnt cAlls 
you into MAturity And dEvEloPMEnt

The goal of today’s session was to have an accurate, New Covenant perspective on 
the judgment of God. It reveals His holiness and also is a key method for maturing His 
people. It’s important, however, for the believer not to fear judgment but embrace it. 
God disciplines not to put you down, but to call you higher. He speaks His cleansing 
word to you, just as Jesus spoke His word to the disciples, and calls you into new places 
of maturity so you can be a fit carrier of the manifest goodness of God.

Judgment begins in the house of the Lord for a reason—if it started in the world, 
it would be condemnation, because those without Christ would be judged as lost. It 
begins among the community of God’s people not to condemn or punish, but to invite 
you to be a fit vessel to carry a measure of God’s blessing that is so outstanding that the 
on-looking world sees it and takes notice.

fAith in Action: rElEAsinG his GoodnEss

The end goal of God’s discipline and judgment in your life—to be a carrier of His goodness. His 
objective is that in these last days, the people around you would see the evidence of God’s goodness in 
your life and respond with fear. Trembling. Awe.

This all begins with the invitation of Psalm 67:1-2:

God be merciful to us and bless us,
And cause His face to shine upon us, Selah
That Your way may be known on earth,
Your salvation among all nations.

Take this time to pray this prayer over the participants. You can have different group members pray 
or break up into smaller groups/prayer partners. Here are some prayer directives to get you started.

 ■ Pray for God’s blessing to overwhelm every person and be visible on their lives.

 ■ Pray for God’s blessing to be demonstrated on households, businesses, and communities.

 ■ Pray that each person would respond to the invitation of God’s discipline and recognize 
how He disciplines His people today.

 ■ Pray for an outpouring of God’s goodness on His people so that nations would be drawn 
to Jesus and find salvation.
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 ■ Pray for the right perspective on the last days; ask the Holy Spirit to empower each person 
to be a transformational ambassador who is not put off by the conditions of the world but 
who responds faithfully to the commission of Jesus.
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D ay Twe n t y- O n e

Why We Should Love Judgment

All of God’s judgments are aimed at whatever interferes with love. 
—Mike Bickle

If you take someone you love to the doctor to be examined because of a suspicious-looking 
growth on his arm, you will want that doctor to bring judgment upon the growth and do what-

ever needs to be done to remove it. You’ll not pick a doctor that shows mercy to the growth or 
one who becomes fascinated with how it is its own living entity. Only judgment is acceptable. I 
realize that sounds pretty silly at best to have a doctor who thinks like that, but I say it to make 
a point. There’s no feeling of sympathy toward the tumor, neither is there any concern over what 
others might think. Judgment is the only acceptable response, as your love for that person requires 
such a reaction toward anything that threatens his well-being. Love requires that I fight for him 
by seeking for his protection. We live in a world where we celebrate judgments all the time. But 
for some reason, if the judgment comes from God, it’s considered cruel and unloving. My friend 
Mike Bickle made a statement on this subject that really helped bring clarification for me in 
this issue: “All of God’s judgments are aimed at whatever interferes with love.” Priceless. And so 
completely true.

If I had a neighbor that showed aggression and violence toward children, I would do whatever 
I could to inform the authorities and protect the children. While I tend to lean toward mercy for 
people who are caught up in sin, I would refuse to do anything that would protect their sinfulness, 
which would continue to threaten the safety of others. Such carelessness toward “friends” is not 
love at all. Love stands for something. It is honest and confrontational when necessary. For exam-
ple, it is not love to see someone you care for in a burning building and leave her there, no matter 
how sincere she is, or how good of a person she is, or how rough her childhood was. Love requires 
action. Love requires judgment—“This building is on fire. Get out or you will die!”

Love chooses the best. Love doesn’t choose what simply feels good to us.



QuEstions for rEflEction

1. How do you understand the quote from Mike Bickle? How are God’s judgments aimed at what 
interferes with His love?

2. Why should you actually love God’s judgment? (Refer to the illustration of the doctor hating the 
cancerous growth.)

Point of MEditAtion

The judgment of God is a controversial subject. Nevertheless, it is scriptural and it must be studied. 
The challenging portions in the Bible should never turn us away but should invite us into a conversation 
with the Holy Spirit. In the upcoming daily readings and reflections, ask the Holy Spirit to lead you 
through the process of understanding God’s judgment as an expression of His goodness.
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D ay Twe n t y-Two

Condemnation Is Not God’s Heart

Do I have any pleasure at all that the wicked should die…
and not that he should turn from his ways and live? 

—Ezekiel 18:23

Let’s take the subject of God’s judgment a step further. First, let’s recognize that if God were hell-
bent on bringing condemnation on all mankind, He could and would have accomplished that a 

long time ago by simply declaring the word needed to bring it about. The whole point of this teaching 
is that condemnation is not in His heart. We clearly see in Scripture that God takes no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked (see Ezek. 18:23). Yet the fact remains, judgment has to happen because God 
is holy—He is perfect in beauty, with undefiled purity, completely separate from all that is dark and 
evil and totally driven by love in all actions, thoughts, and intentions. Sin violates and contaminates 
all that He has made, creating a breach between Creator and creation. Yet judgment had to be released 
because He is love. Out of necessity He declared, “The soul who sins shall die” (Ezek. 18:20). That was 
something that came forth because He is love. Please notice that statement is in the same chapter as 
“Do I have any pleasure at all that the wicked should die…and not that he should turn from his ways and 
live?” (Ezek. 18:23).

God cannot lie—it would be an impossible violation of His nature and being. But the most amazing 
thing happened. God chose to pour out the much-needed judgment upon His Son, Jesus, instead of 
us. Because of His great love for us, Jesus volunteered to take our place in bearing the penalty of death 
that each of us deserved. In doing so, He satisfied the appetite of the Law for our judgment. And if that 
weren’t enough, He then qualified us to receive the inheritance that only Jesus deserved. I remind you 
that He alone is the One who lived without sin, blemish, or compromise of any kind. In all honesty, 
I would have been totally satisfied to have my appointment with hell cancelled. But for the Father to 
qualify me for the same reward as Jesus? That is as far beyond my grasp as any thought or idea could 
possibly be.



QuEstions for rEflEction

1. Reflect on Ezekiel 18:23 and Second Peter 3:9. How do passages like these reveal God’s heart that 
none should be condemned?

2. How does the redemptive work of Jesus fulfill the righteous requirments of God’s judgment?
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dEclArAtion of PrAisE

Thank You, Jesus, for taking the punishment and judgment that I deserved.
I am covered by Your blood.
You call me Your son/daughter.
You have adopted me into Your family and translated me out of darkness.
I praise You for this!

PrAyEr of rEflEction

Lord, help me to always live mindful of what You have delivered me from.
May this fuel my compassion toward others, knowing that Your will is to save them.
Deliver them.
Restore them.
Show Yourself good to them.
May I represent You like this to the world around me.
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D ay Twe n t y-T h r e e

A New Perspective on the Last Days

There are many promises concerning the last days. Truth be told, we have been living in the last days 
for two thousand years. The prophet Joel spoke of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2 as 

that which would take place “ in the last days” (Acts 2:17). So if those were the last days, we are certainly 
in the last of the last days.

Jesus had much to say about the days we live in. For example, He said we would be hearing of “wars 
and rumors of wars…for nation will rise up against nation…and in various places there will be famines and 
earthquakes” (Matt. 24:6-7 NASB). It’s important to note that Jesus wasn’t giving His people a promise. 
In other words, this was not a word that the Church was to exercise their faith over to bring about what 
God had purposed. Instead, Jesus is simply describing the conditions into which He was sending His last 
days’ army with transformational influence.

Everyone’s last days’ theology requires faith. For some it is a faith to endure until we’re rescued. For 
others it’s a faith to obtain in response to our commission. I’ll take the latter. We are the most useless in 
our faith when our confidence for transformation depends on the return of Christ instead of the work 
of Christ. His return will be glorious! But His redemptive work set the stage for a transformed people to 
transform the nature of the world they live in. It is a glorious work, being done by a glorious bride that 
the Glorious One will return for.

QuEstions for rEflEction

1. Regardless of what you believe about the end times, why do you think it’s important to focus on 
Jesus’ transformational strategy for the world instead of just escaping to Heaven (and history wrap-
ping up)?



2. Explain how your personal theology of the last days requires faith.

PrAyEr of influEncE for his GoodnEss

Father, raise up Kingdom influencers in these last days—those who are an influence for good 
with the message of Your goodness.
Wherever I am, right now, I choose to be an influencer for Your goodness.
I’m not waiting to get to my “next level” or “big break.”
I choose to be a Kingdom influencer, right here and right now.
I ask You, Lord, to cause Your Spirit to rest upon me.
Rest upon my words.
Rest upon my interactions with people.
Rest upon my attitudes, when people are watching and when they are not.
Rest upon me so that Your goodness would be a visible reality in my life.
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D a y  T w e n t y - F o u r

End-Time Promises That You Can Claim

When God gives us a promise, it’s as though He has gone into our future and brought back the word 
needed to get us to where He wants us to be. And so it is with these two brilliant promises of God 

for His people of the last days.

Afterward the children of Israel shall return and seek the Lord their God and David their 
king. They shall fear the Lord and His goodness in the latter days (Hosea 3:5).

Notice that there is a connection between seeking God, God’s goodness, and people fearing Him, 
with the last days as the setting for the fulfillment of this promise. I suggest we use our faith to believe 
for what was promised here.

Then it shall be to Me a name of joy, a praise, and an honor before all nations of the earth, 
who shall hear all the good that I do to them; they shall fear and tremble for all the goodness 
and all the prosperity that I provide for it (Jeremiah 33:9).

These are two startling promises given by God. I don’t remember ever hearing a preacher who spe-
cialized in the last days talking about these passages, nor even the subjects they address. The promise 
is clear—God’s goodness will be seen upon His people. Consider this: it just might be that the most 
overlooked evangelistic tool of the Church is the blessing of the Lord upon our lives. We’ve seen blessings 
abused, materialistic kingdoms built in His name, and other self-centered expressions. But when we react 
to the errors of others, we are prone to create yet another error.

The Bible says that others will see His goodness and will in turn fear the Lord. I wonder, how good 
does that goodness have to be for people to see it and actually tremble? It’s hard to imagine His goodness 
in a casual or incidental manner bringing about that response. It would have to be so clear, and in my 
opinion so extreme, so as to be obviously manifested from God Himself, that people tremble with fear.

Put on your seat belts! We’re about to enter the journey of a lifetime. It’s a time where opposition 
increases, the need for our help becomes more obvious, and the blessing of God separates us from others. 
Knowing how to steward such things is paramount to our fulfilling His heart to disciple nations.



QuEstions for rEflEction

1. Meditate on the two promises that were presented in your daily reading: Hosea 3:5 and Jeremiah 
33:9. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you about what’s being communicated in these passages and 
write down your thoughts in the lined space below.

2. Explain how you think the goodness of God will cause people to tremble. What do you think His 
goodness has to look like upon your life in order for this to happen?
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MEditAtion for trAnsforMAtion

Continue to reflect on the two passages from Scripture that were in your daily reading. Ask the 
Lord to lead you to other promises, like these, that give you a vision of what to pray into in these last 
days. Even though God is the righteous judge and He promises to execute justice, these other promises 
are just as valid and accurately represent His heart of goodness. He desires that all people would see His 
goodness, tremble, and respond to the invitation. He wants you to show how the God who is good to 
you desires to be good to others. Remember, though, He wants to not only tell this through words, but 
He wants to show it.
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D ay Twe n t y-F i ve

Calling the World to 
Encounter His Goodness

God be merciful to us and bless us, and cause His face to shine upon us, Selah, 
that Your way may be known on earth, Your salvation among all nations. 

—Psalm 67:1-2

Blessings are manifestations of increased favor. Yet favor has a purpose. Without discovering that 
purpose, we are prone to self-promotion and personal kingdom building. The queen of Sheba put it 

this way when she acknowledged the favor that rested upon Solomon: “Blessed be the Lord your God who 
delighted in you to set you on the throne of Israel; because the Lord loved Israel forever, therefore He made you 
king, to do justice and righteousness” (1 Kings 10:9). There it is. Because God loved Israel, He showed favor 
upon Solomon and made him king. Favor was to benefit those he served as king or it would be misused. 
It basically comes down to this: favor upon me must benefit the people under my influence, or it is misused.

We are coming into increased times of favor and blessing, with greater and greater areas of responsi-
bility. I’m not saying we’re coming into a life of ease and self-exalting bounty. It’s just that He is making 
it more and more obvious who carries His heart by releasing an increased favor upon them for influence. 
That is that mark of His blessing.

Our positions of increase are unto something. The problems that our cities and nations are facing 
have no answers outside of God. We, the people of unfailing hope, have the opportunity to serve and 
serve well, bringing the King and His Kingdom into the everyday lives of people all around us. He is 
putting something upon us that will help them to see Him. If I use that which God is placing into my 
charge for personal gain, I will find myself seriously disappointed. But if I can live with His favor and 
blessing and use it for its intended purpose, nations will turn to Christ. That is His promise. That is His 
Word. And it is so, because He is good.



QuEstions for rEflEction

1. Consider Psalm 67—the prayer of blessing and the end result of nations experiencing salvation. 
Even though there is a day of future judgment coming, explain how God wants to bless you in 
order for the world around you to get a picture of what God is like and receive salvation.

2. Explain how your blessing, increase, and influence can reveal a good Father to a world that doesn’t 
know what God looks like.
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3. What does it look like to be a “good steward” of God’s blessing and favor?

PrAyEr of BlEssinG

Use Psalm 67 as a template for your prayer:

God be merciful to us and bless us,
And cause His face to shine upon us, Selah
That Your way may be known on earth,
Your salvation among all nations (Psalm 67:1-2).

God, Your desire is for Your way to be known on the earth, and nations to receive the salvation 
found in Jesus.
Show me how to show Your way to the world around me.
To my family, my school, my workplace, my business.
May Your way be known in and through my life and may those around me experience Your 
transforming life!
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